Cornish College of the Arts

Design Department, Fall Semester 2011

Course no:
DE - 337 Course name: 
History of Design
Days/Times:  
Friday: 1-3:50 pm
Room #:  
MCC, 303 

Faculty Name:
Gayle Clemans
Contact information:  Cell: 206 403-0581 Email: gclemans@cornish.edu
Course Description 

From the Cornish catalog: “Lectures will provide a framework for the study of design throughout history, analyzing processes and artifacts for evidence of production technology, function, iconography, and patronage, as well as formal attributes and developments. Prerequisite: DE 238 or by Permission.”

From the instructor: During this course, we will focus on formal analysis and critical inquiry. We will look carefully at images, objects, and structures in order to construct relationships among form, function, meaning and cultural contexts.   We will also piece together an understanding of the matrix of art and design forms including architecture, interiors, furniture, graphic design, motion design and the design of objects.  
Course Objectives 

· To engage students in the process of learning about cultural history
· To promote students’ critical thinking skills
· To augment students’ vocabulary and their skills in presentation and writing
Course Learning Outcomes 

At the end of this course, students will be able to:

· identify the major historical design styles and designers

· understand a designer’s role in the matrix of individual creativity, consumerism, and materials/manufacturing processes  

· contextualize design developments within larger forces related to culture, politics, economics, gender, class, and race
Course Format 

Inquiry-based learning.  Instructor’s lectures are interspersed with class discussion, individual informal writing exercises, and small group participation projects.  Exams are image-based during which students are asked to identify and discuss images on the screen.  A research and writing project is based on students’ individual interests.
Course Evaluation

· Exam #1



15%
· Exam #2



15%
· 2 Design Designs


10% each
· Seattle Art Museum presentation
10%
· Writing/Design project

20%



· Group participation


20%

Department Policies
PROFESSIONAL COURTESY 
Professionalism in the workplace is expressed through dependability and behavior that connotes high personal standards. Professionalism in the classroom is no different, but can be extended to include respect for the course itself, for the process of learning, and for the relationships between students and instructor. Respect for your peers can be as simple as waiting for another student to finish an observation or refraining from chatting while someone else is speaking.
 
Professionalism in the classroom includes:
·     delivering thoughtful work on time;
·     interacting respectfully with professors and students;
·     participating productively in class discussions and group projects;
·     paying attention in class: no texting, no internet surfing, no iPhone
·     maintaining a record of punctual class attendance: fifteen minutes late is late, 30 minutes “late” is “absent.”
·     taking responsibility for poor work or missed deadlines.
ATTENDANCE - -

Attendance is paramount, since lectures, in-class exercises, and class critiques cannot be replicated for absentees. 

ABSENCES - -

The only absences that will be excused are for illnesses requiring you to be in a doctor’s care (a note from your doctor must be provided), family emergencies, or jury duty.  Even in cases where absences are excused, if the maximum number of classes is missed (see below), withdrawal will be recommended due to the amount of in-class content missed. The following guidelines for penalizing grades due to unexcused absences will be applied:
Courses that meet once per week: 

2 absences = drop one grade (i.e. B+ to B); 3 absences = drop two grades (i.e. B+ to B-)


5 absences = failure or recommended withdrawal, meeting with the department Chair

LATENESS - -

All classes begin when scheduled. Two late arrivals = one absence.

30 minutes late or 30 minutes leaving early = one absence.

GRADING - -

Grading is based on the student’s participation, midterm, final and writing project.
GRADING SYSTEM - -

A  
= 95 – 100%
B+
= 85 – 89%
C+ 
= 70 – 74%
D+ 
= 55 – 59%
F
= 49% and below

A-  = 90 – 94%
B  
= 80 – 84%
C
= 65 – 69%
D
= 51 – 54%



B-  = 75 – 79%
C- 
= 60 – 64%
D-
= 50%

LATE PROJECTS - -

Late projects will result in the following: 

One day late = drop one grade; two days late = drop two grades; three days late = zero.

RETRIEVING STUDENT WORK - -

Students are responsible for retrieving their work. Students are expected to pick up all work handed in no later than three weeks after the official last day of classes. If work is not picked up, it will be assumed that the work is not wanted and will be discarded. 

College Support Resources

STUDENT AFFAIRS - -

Student Affairs is dedicated to enhancing and complementing students’ educational experience through programs, services and opportunities that aid in their personal development. Student Affairs is committed to community building, co-curricular learning, student support, and student involvement. If you are a student with a documented disability and you need accommodations, please make an appointment with the Director of Student Affairs to discuss these accommodations. All discussions will remain confidential. Call Student Affairs at 206/726-5003 for information.

COUNSELING - -

The mission of the Counseling Office (located in room 308) is to assist students with their academic and artistic pursuits by providing supportive counseling, referrals and outreach programs that promote students' mental health and emotional well being. To schedule an appointment, call a Counselor at 206/726-5027 or 206/726-5047. If they are not available, please leave a message on their voicemail and they will return your call as soon as possible.
WRITING CENTER - -

The Writing Center is a free resource for all students who are interested in developing writing and reading skills. Located in room 311, the Writing Center is a place where students come to work on their writing and receive individual guidance, regardless of their level of development. Trained tutors are available to help students with such goals as: understanding assignments; brainstorming ideas; clear and cohesive prose; editing and revision strategies; crafting thesis statements; ESL resources. Contact Amanda Hill at 206/315-5806 or ahill@cornish.edu.

Required Resources

David Raizman, History of Modern Design (Pearson Prentice Hall, 2004, Second Edition)
Pioneers of Modern Design: Pevsner
Recommended Resources

Carma Gorman, The Industrial Design Reader (Allworth Press, 2003)
Weekly Course Schedule 

Week 1
F
9/07
Welcome!  Review syllabus; Introduce Design Design #1


Lecture topic: mid-19th century Industry, Consumerism, and Design; Victorian taste
Week 2
F
9/14
Due: Design Design #1 (or 9/21)


Lecture topics: Ruskin and Morris; The Arts and Crafts Movement
Week 3
F
9/21
Due: Design Design #1 (or 9/14)
Lecture topics: Art Nouveau, Art Deco, The Glasgow School, 
Reminder: Go to SAM to pick TWO objects 1850-1960s
Week 4
F
9/28
DUE: SAM proposal
Lecture topics: The Vienna Sezession and Wiener Werkstatte

Week 5
F
10/05
MEET AT SAM
Week 6
F
10/12
Introduce Design Design
Lecture topics: The Chicago School and Frank Lloyd Wright, Futurism, De Stijl, Constructivism
Week 7
F
10/19
DUE:  Design Design #2
Week 8
F
10/27
Exam #1
Week 9
F
11/02
Lecture topics: Loos, Behrens and the Codification of the Modern
Week 10
F
11/09 
DUE: Writing/Design Project Proposal
Lecture topics: Bauhaus, Women in Design
Week 11
F
11/16
Lecture topics: International Modernism, Post-war Utopias
Week 12
F
11/23
HOLIDAY — Thanksgiving Break (no classes)
Week 13
F
11/30
Lecture topics: Clash of the Utopias: 1960s


Writing/Design Project Due
Week 14
F
12/07
Exam #2 
Week 15
F
12/14
Lecture topics:  Postmodernism and Neomodernism
Extra Credit: Design a Modern Snack

Goodbye for now!
