19th Century Art
Winter Quarter 2014
Annotated Image Assignment (worth 20% of overall grade)
Due: Week 3

Monday, January 20
For this assignment, you will select a 19th century image of your choice and conduct a careful analysis of the elements WITHIN the image (formal, iconographic, etc.).  You will also explore how external forces (social, political etc.) can be SEEN in the image.

You will turn in the image, annotated with 15 blurbs that direct our attention to significant internal and external elements.

Goals:

· To explore one image in an in-depth manner.

· To examine the relationship between artistic choices (what he or she puts into an image) and meaning.

· To examine the relationship between specific details that can be seen in an image and larger, external forces.

· To extrapolate the most relevant information from sources that are reliable.

Okay. What is a blurb?

A short paragraph or series of phrases, totaling approximately 40 words (see the next page for examples).
What should the blurbs be about?


They should direct our attention to something meaningful in the image.  


They should cover different aspects of the work of art.

1. Symbols, attributes, or objects.

2. Formal or stylistic elements (color, style, brushwork, composition, overall form – sculpture, print, painting etc.) 

3. External elements (How can social-political forces be seen?)

4. Artistic interests or idiosyncrasies (Where can the artist’s training, affiliation, individual style, or tastes/interests be seen?)

What else needs to be included in this assignment?  Sources!  
All blurbs must be directly followed by a source (see example). You need to cite at least 5 reliable sources other than your textbook.  The others can be based on your textbook or your own observation, which should absolutely be used for careful analysis of formal and stylistic elements. 

Tips regarding research:

· Consult librarians or peruse the library’s offerings on-line. There are great books, of course, and some great on-line resources available through the library (e.g. JSTOR. Oxford Art Online/Grove Dictionary of Art.) 

· Wikipedia or other overly-general or unverified sources are NOT acceptable. 

(Sometimes you can scroll down to the bottom of a Wikipedia entry to see if any academic sources were used and then find those!)  

· One of the goals of this project is to use on-line sources in a critical, careful way. Lots of people like writing about art on-line; sometimes they don’t know what they’re talking about.  Just because a work of art is mentioned in a blog does not mean that this information is reliable.  That being said, there are some great on-line resources.
· Museum websites are great!  Here are some of my favorites for this time period: 
The Getty  http://www.getty.edu/art/
The Louvre  http://www.louvre.fr/en/homepage
The Metropolitan Museum of Art http://www.metmuseum.org/collections/search-the-collections
The Smithsonian  http://www.americanart.si.edu/
The Victoria and Albert Museum  http://www.vam.ac.uk/
· University websites are often good bets, just make sure the information is from a professor, not from a student’s blog. 

· And a few more on-line favorites:

http://www.19thc-artworldwide.org/
http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/ 
Anything else?

· You do not need to be a design major to complete this assignment.  You can neatly hand-write your blurbs and draw in your arrows.  You can use multiple pieces of paper if it doesn’t all fit onto one.  

· Your blurbs must be in your own words. Please do not simply copy and paste from websites.  Absorb the information, re-write it in your own words, being as direct as possible and keeping our attention on the image.    
Your writing should be error-free.  Please edit carefully, ask a friend or relative to read your blurbs, and/or use a Writing Center for advice.

· Example of blurbs using Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres’ Apotheosis of Homer, 1827
Ingres uses a style that is crisp, outlined, and idealized yet realistic, as if the figures are Greco-Roman sculptures.  Yet another reference to Neoclassicism in a painting that is full of them. (source: observation)
[image: image1]

[image: image2.png]



The Iliad (with a sword) and the Odyssey (with an oar).

The only female figures in the painting are not famous artists or poets from history, as are all of the other, male figures.  They are allegorical representations of Homer’s famous poems. (Source: Susan L. Siegfried, Professor of Art History, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, from her paper titled, "The Self-Production of the Artist: Ingres's Apotheosis of Homer." Accessed www.umich.edu/~homeros/Artgallerypages/apotheosisingres.htm)

