19th Century Art
Winter Quarter 2014
ILLUSTRATED ESSAY ASSIGNMENT (worth 20% of overall grade)
Due: Wednesday, February 26 
 
For this assignment, you will select a topic or theme of your choice and write a short essay using three images as illustrations of your points.  
Choose a theme that interests you and be specific. 
Too broad: “Impressionism”  
Better: “Women at Work in Impressionist and Realist
 Paintings”

Too broad: “Nature”


Better: “The Transcendental in Nature”

Too broad: “Fashion”

Better:
 “Black Stockings”


Choose three images (each by a different artist) that will allow you to explore different points (sub-points) related to your main theme.

Goals:

· To explore a topic that is of interest to you.

· To examine the relationships between a topic and specific details within different images.
· To extrapolate the most relevant information from sources that are reliable.
Your essay should include:  
· Introduction with a clear indication of your topic and your main point/thesis about this topic.  
· One-two paragraphs (about 200 words) about each of your chosen images.
Your discussion of each work of art should include: 

· the artist’s name, title of the work of art, date it was created.

· brief discussion of the historical/artistic context in which the painting was created. Unlike the Annotated Image assignment, you do NOT need to exhaustively research every detail about each image.

· In fact, please do NOT convey superfluous information about the image or artist or the art movement or time period.  Select information that is DIRECTLY RELATED to your topic.

· a discussion of how the work relates to your main topic and how it helps communicate a sub-point.

· an analysis of several elements within the image that supports your points.
· Thoughtful transitions between paragraphs.
· Conclusion where you restate and flesh out your introductory remarks and summarize your main point/thesis: What can be learned from an analysis of these three images?
· Be sure to include your images – either throughout the paper or at the end.

Your paper should be typed (double-spaced), fluidly written, and error-free!

RESEARCH

You must conduct basic research on the historical contexts, forces, and influences that surround your chosen topic and images.
Consult your textbook and lecture notes for background material and images AND consult at least 3 additional sources.
· Consult librarians or peruse the library’s offerings on-line. There are great books, of course, and some great on-line resources available through the library (e.g. JSTOR. Oxford Art Online/Grove Dictionary of Art.) 

· Wikipedia or other overly-general or unverified sources are NOT acceptable. 

(Sometimes you can scroll down to the bottom of a Wikipedia entry to see if any academic sources were used and then find those!)  

· Feel free to use on-line sources in a critical, careful way. Lots of people like writing about art on-line; sometimes they don’t know what they’re talking about.  Just because a work of art is mentioned in a blog does not mean that this information is reliable.  That being said, there are some great on-line resources.
· Museum websites are great!  Here are some of my favorites for this time period: 
The Getty  http://www.getty.edu/art/
The Louvre  http://www.louvre.fr/en/homepage
The Metropolitan Museum of Art http://www.metmuseum.org/collections/search-the-collections 
Museum of Modern Art http://www.moma.org/explore/collection/index
The Smithsonian  http://www.americanart.si.edu/
The Victoria and Albert Museum  http://www.vam.ac.uk/
· University websites are often good bets, just make sure the information is from a professor, not from a student’s blog. 

· And a few more on-line favorites:

http://www.19thc-artworldwide.org/
http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/ 
CITATIONS

· You must indicate which sources you’ve used throughout the paper. Use footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical citations (I don’t care which style you use — Chicago Style, MLA, etc. — just pick one and be consistent.)
· You must also include a Bibliography or “List of Works Cited.”  

